145.   SPEECH 0# SATYAGRAHA,
March 20, 1919
This afternoon I propose to deal with some of the objec-
tions that have been raised against satyagraha. After saying that
it was a matter of regret that men like myself "should have em-
barked on this movement". Sir William Vincent, in winding up
the debate on Bill No. 2, said:
* *. they could only hope that it (i.e., satyagraha) would not materialize.
Mr. Gandhi might exercise great self-restraint in action, but there would
be other young hot-headed men who might be led into violence which
could not but end in disaster.  Yielding to this threat, however, would
be tantamount to complete abolition of the authority of the Governor-
General-in-Council.
If Sir William's fear as to violence is realized, it would undoubted-
ly be a disaster. It is for every satyagrahi to guard against that
danger. I entertain no such fear because our creed requires us
to eschew all violence and to resort to truth and self-suffering
as the only weapons in our armoury. Indeed, the satyagraha
movement is, among other things, an invitation to those who
believe in the efficacy of violence for redress of grievances to join
our ranks and honestly to follow our methods. I have suggested
elsewhere what the Rowlatt Bills are intended to do and what,
I verily believe, they are bound to fail in achieving, exactly what
the satyagraha movement is pre-eminently capable of achiev-
ing. By demonstrating to the party of violence the infallible
power of satyagraha and by giving them ample scope for inex-
haustible energy, we hope to wean that party from the suicidal
method of violence. What can be more potent than an absolute
statement accompanied by corresponding action presented in the
clearest terms possible that violence is never necessary for the
purpose of securing reforms, Sir William says that the movement
* At a meeting on Triplicane Beach, with C. Vijayaraghavachari in the
chair. This was read by Mahadev Desai due to Gandhiji's ill-health.
The following resolution was put from the chair and passed unanimously:
"In view of the unanimous opposition of India to Rowlatt Bills and the
fact that not a single non-official member voted with the Government for th4
passing of the Bill, this public meeting appeals to H.E. the Viceroy to with!
hold his assent to the Act for the signification of His Majesty's pleasure unde|
Section 68 of the Government of India Act.*'